Prevalence of Neisseria gonorrhea in Fertile Brief Communication
and Infertile Women in Tehran

Rashidi, Batool* (M.D.)'; Chamani Tabriz, Leili (M.D.)*; Haghollahi, Fedyeh (M.Sc.)'; Jeddi-Tehrani,
Mahmood (Ph.D.)’; Ramezanzadeh, Fatemeh (M.D.)'; Rahimi Forooshani, Abbas (Ph.D.)*; Shariat,
Mamak (M.D.)’; Akhondi, Mohammad Mehdi (Ph.D.)%; Daneshjoo, Faezeh (B.A.)*

1. Vali-e-Asr Reproductive Health Research Center, Tehran University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran.

2. Reproductive Biotechnology Research Center, Avicenna Research Institute, ACECR, Tehran, Iran.

3. Monoclonal Antibody Research Center, Avicenna Research Institute, ACECR, Tehran, Iran.

4. Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, School of Public Health, Tehran University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran.
5. Maternal-Fetal-Neonatal Health Research Center, Tehran University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran.

Abstract

Introduction: Gonococcal infection is one of the most common bacterial infections, especially
in developing countries, but limited information is available about its prevalence in fertile and
infertile women in Iran. Therefore, this study was set up to determine the prevalence of the
disease in the aforementioned populations in Tehran.

Materials and Methods: In this cross-sectional study, 209 infertile women as the cases, and 170
pregnant women in the third trimester of pregnancy as the controls, were evaluated for signs and
symptoms of gonococcal infection through interviews. A first-catch urine sample (15m/) was
collected from each subject for the detection of Neisseria gonorrhea by PCR method. The data
from questionnaires and molecular evaluation were statistically analyzed.

Results: PCR testing on urine specimens of fertile and infertile women showed no Neisseria
gonorrhea infections.

Conclusion: Absence of Neisseria gonorrhea infection in infertile and pregnant women in

Tehran could signify the success of health initiatives and preventive measures taken in Iran.
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